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onto 
1. #224 (Ai wa ji wa) Love Me, Love My Dog 


Listening to the Whole Story ™@)) 


Note: If you are reading this story via Adobe Reader, Foxit Reader or PDF-XChange, you can 
listen to the audio files by scrolling over the red speaker button and double-clicking. 


mo SZ 


In this Chinese idiom "% /# (ai wd ji wu) Love me, love my dog,” "% (ai)" 


nou 


means “like” or “love;" "J (wo ”refers to “house;” "(ji)" is a conjunction 
which means “and;”" "" (wd)" refers to “乌鸦 (waya),” which is “crow. 
“ 爱 屋 及 乌 (ai wu ji wa)" is a Chinese idiom originally from a story in history a 


long time ago: 


Shangchao monian, Zhou Wuwang zai Jiang Shang (Taig6ng) déng rén de 
bangzhu xia, chubing taofa Zhouwang bing qude shengli. 

商 旨 末年 ， 周 武王 在 雪 尚 (太公 ) SARS ARBD HRT RAT ESP HEA 
At the end of the Shang dynasty, assisted by his counselor Jiangshang (Taigong) 
and other capable men, King Zhou Wuwang successfully attacked and killed 


Zhouwang, another King. 


Zhouwang si hou, Wuwang gan dao tianxia bing meiyou anding. 
Ata, WE REIK PIAA BE 


After Zhouwang died, Wuwang still felt anxious since the country was still 


unstable. 


Ta wen Jiang Taigong: “Jin le Yindu yinggai ruhe anpai jiu wangchao de 
guanyuan ne?” 
Me SEARA: “BET RAB, DA Gy SCE IA EBAY Be be?" 


He asked Jiang Taigong: “After we enter the capital Yin, how should we deal 


with Yin’'s officers?” 
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Jiang Taigong shud: “Wo tingshud guo zheyang de hua 一 ruguo xihuan na ge 
rén, jiu lian ta wading shang de waya yé xihuan; ruguo bu xihuan na ge rén, jiu 
lian ta jia de giangbi hé liba ye taoyan. 

姜 太 公 说 :“ 我 听 说 过 这 样 的 话 一 一 如 果 喜 欢 那 个 人 ， 就 连 他 屋顶 上 的 乌鸦 也 喜 
Ks 如 果 不 喜 欢 那 个 人 ， 就 连 他 家 的 墙壁 和 管 秃 也 讨厌 。” 


Jiang Taigong said, “I've heard of a saying-if you love a person, you should also 


love the crows on his roof; if you hate somebody, you should hate the walls 


and bamboo fences of his house as well. 


Jiushi shud, sha jin quanbu de dirén, yi ge ye bu liuxia. Dawang ni kan 
zénmeyang?” 
“就 是 说 ， 杀 尽 全 部 的 敌人 ， 一 个 也 不 留 下 。 大 王 你 看 怎么 样 ?“” 


That is to say: eliminate all the hostile elements. How is that, your Majesty?” 


Wuwang renwei bu néng zheyang. 
武王 认为 不 能 这 样 。 
Wuwang didn’t think it was a good idea. 


Zheshi Zhoug6ng shud dao: “Wo renwei yingdang rang tamen dou hui dao ziji 
jiali, gezi géngzhong ziji de tiandi.” 
这 时 半 公 说 道 : “我 认为 应 当 让 他 们 都 回 到 自己 家 里 ， 各 自 耕 种 自己 的 田地 。 


Zhougong then said, “In my opinion, we should ask them to go back home and 


farm on their own land.” 
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Wuwang ting le féichang gaoxing, xin zhong huo ran kai lang, juéde tianxia 
kéyi anding le. 
DUET SARA, DART BH, DEAE PAT AE To 


Wuwang was enlightened and delighted to hear the suggestion. He was 


confident about the future and the stability of the country. 


fi 


vA 7a] (shenge 门 


Vocabulary 


. 王朝 (wangchao): n. Dynasty. 
. 屋顶 (wading): n. Roof. 
. 墙壁 (qiangbi): n. Wall. 


. Bf (lfba): n. Fence. 


mam FB Ww NO Ff 


. EASRIF BH (hud ran kai lang): To be suddenly enlightened. 
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2. 346% (Ben niado xian féi) 
Clumsy Birds Have to Start Flying Early 


Listen to the whole Story #@)) 

Note: If you are reading this story via Adobe Reader, Foxit Reader or PDF-XChange, you can 
listen to the audio files by scrolling over the red speaker button and double-clicking. 

Shu shang yi zhi niao mama fd chd le liu zhi niao baobao, 

BY E— RS cya i SON RS ee, 

A bird hatches six baby birds, 


Xiaoliu yOu shou you xiao, gége jiéjie men dou qifu ta; 
小 六 又 瘦 又 小 ， 哥 哥 姐 姐 们 都 欺负 它 ; 


Xiaoliu is very weak and small; his sisters and brothers usually bully him. 


Jingchang cong ta zuili giang chongzi xiaoliu zhi déi e zhe duzi. 
Ze Ea BER, ADIN IA GRAIL 


The other birds usually rob food from his mouth, and Xiaoliu suffers from 


hunger. 


Gége jiéjie men jiao ta “ben nido.” 
ey ey SAGE APA ft ESS" 


Sisters and Brothers call him “clumsy bird.” 


Yushi ta juéxin duanlian hao shénti, rang gége jiéjie men bu zai chaoxiao Ziji. 
于 是 他 决心 锻炼 好 身体 ， 让 哥哥 姐姐 们 不 再 嘲笑 自己 。 
He decides to exercise more to be healthier, in order to not be teased by his 


sisters and brothers. 


Got Questions? Sign Up for a Live One-to-One FREE Trial Lesson Now! 


t) 
ay 
if 


eChineseLearning.com All Rights Reserved. 


e_ 


cd 十 大 汉语 成 语 故 事 本 
vd， ， 。 。 。 es 和 - 
oe. Top 10 Chinese Idioms with Origin Stories $2. ae 
Ta zhiqi féichang da, méitian dou qi de hen zao， 
他 志气 非常 大 ， 每 天 都 起 得 很 早 ， 


Xiaoliu has a strong will and gets up very early every day. 


Deng gége jiéjie men xinglai, ta yijing pao wan bu, chi wan chongzi le. 
等 哥哥 姐姐 们 醒 来 ， 他 已 经 跑 完 步 ， 吃 完 虫 子 了 。 


He always finishes exercising and eating worms by the time his sisters and 


brothers wake up. 


Dongtian dao le, nidoqun yao nan féi le; benniao shi nidoqun zhong di yi ge féi 
wang nanfang de. 

RAGS, SHAA KS: ERESHPA-T VERA. 

When the winter is coming and the bird flock prepares to fly to the south, the 


“clumsy bird” is the first one to start flying. 


PR Key Learning Points 


1. #56 & (Beénniaoxianféi) Clumsy birds have to start flying early. 

Usage: 

"HW 55K (bénniaoxianféi) Clumsy birds have to start flying early” is used to 
describe someone who compensates for his/her weaknesses by working hard. 
The character “4 (bén)” means clumsy. “3 (nido)" means bird; "5¢ (xian)" 


means first and “ & (féi)” means to fly. 
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Example: 
Wo xiangxin tcngguo nuli wo hui dadao mubiao de, benniaoxianfai ma! 
我 相信 通过 努力 我 会 达到 目标 的 ， 策 乌 先 飞 嘛 ! 
A slow bird should make an early start; I believe I can reach my goal through 


hard work. 


2. 决心 (juéxin): v To resolve. 
Example: 

Ta juéxin zhéci yao kao quanban diyl. 
她 诀 心 这 次 要 考 全 班 第 一 。 


She resolves to win the first place in this examination. 


3. 志气 (zhigi): n. Aspiration. 

Example: 

Bié zheyang, you zhiqi dianr chongxin zhenzuo qilai! 
别 这 样 ， 有 志气 点 儿 ， 重 新 振作 起 来 ! 


Don't be like that; please cheer up again with a strong aspiration. 


/ 


vA 7a) (shenge () 
Vocabulary 
. 嘲笑 (chdoxiao): n./v. Laugh. 


. 1G (qifu): v. To bully. 


. 锻炼 (duanlian): v. To exercise. 


BR W NYO 上 情 


. 鸟 群 (nidoqun): n. Bird flock. 
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3. 半途 而 废 (Ban td Er fei) To Give Up Halfway 


Listen to the whole story =@)) 

Note: If you are reading this story via Adobe Reader, Foxit Reader or PDF-XChange, you can 
listen to the audio files by scrolling over the red speaker button and double-clicking. 
Weiguo you ge jiao Yue Yangzi de ren dao yuanfang qu xunshi qiuxué. 

魏 国 有 个 叫 乐 羊子 的 人 到 远方 去 寻 师 求学 。 


There was a man called Yue Yangzi in the Wei State who went far away to study. 


Yi nian hou, Yue Yangzi jiu huilai le. 
一 年 后 ， 乐 羊子 就 回来 了 。 


A year after departing, he returned. 


Qizi wen ta weihé zheme zao jiu huijia le. 
妻子 问 他 为 何 这 么 早 就 回 家 了 。 


His wife asked why he came back so early. 


Yue Yangzi shud: "chumen shijian chang le xiang jia." 
乐 羊 子 说 :“ 出 门 时 间 长 了 想 家 。 


He said, "I've been away so long, I just missed home." 


Qizi ting hou, na qi yi ba jiandao ba gang zhi hao de bu jian duan le. 
2PM a, Sie TEMA A AH Bs tS 


Then his wife took a pair of scissors and cut the cloth she had just woven. 


fs Got Questions? Sign Up for a Live One-to-One FREE Trial Lesson Now! 


ol 


eChineseLearning.com All Rights Reserved. 
“ 7 > / 


go, 
ie. 


小 
- me 


全 十 大汉 语 成 语 故 事 
a Ore Top 10 Chinese Idioms with Origin Stories $e. ae 


Ranhou shud: "zhe bu shi yi gén si yi gén st jiléi qilai de, wo xianzai yi jiang ta 
jianduan, zheyang yiqian de shijian jiu dou baibai langfei le." 

然后 说 :“ 这 布 是 一 根 丝 一 根 丝 积累 起 来 的 ， 我 现在 已 将 它 剪 断 ， 这 样 以 前 的 时 
间 就 都 白白 浪费 了 。 

Then she said: “This cloth was woven one thread at a time. Now I have cut it, so 


the time spent weaving it was wasted." 


Qizi jiezhe you shud: "dushd yeshi zheyang, yinggai meitian huode xin de 
zhishi, ruguo ban tu er fei, he géduan zhibu you shénme liang yang ne?" 
PRA Mil: “EAH, MIZEER DAA, WRB, ANZ 
断 织 布 有 什么 两 样 呢 ? 


Continuing she said, “Study is also like this. You should learn new knowledge 


everyday. If you give up halfway, it is the same as cutting the cloth." 


Yue Yangzi bei qizi de hua shénshén gandong le, yushi you qu wanchéng xuéye, 
yi lian qi nian meiyou hui guo jia. 
乐 羊 子 被 妻子 的 话 深 深 感动 了 ， 于 是 又 去 完成 学 业 ， 一 连 七 年 没有 回 过 家 。 


Yue Yangzi was very moved by what his wife said and went on to finish his 


studies. This time, he didn’t return home for seven years. 


This story tells people not to do things halfway. It is also frequently used now 


to persuade people to persist in their study or work. 


Key Learning Points 


1. 回 家 (huijia): v. To go home. 


+4 Got Questions? Sign Up for a Live One-to-One FREE Trial Lesson Now! 


eChineseLearning.com All Rights Reserved. 


Sia é;) _— 8 二 
er g 
ee A... 二 . wm 


十 大 汉语 成 语 故 事 . 


OT = Top 10 Chinese Idioms with Origin Stories 


Example: 
Shijian bu zao le, wo dei ganjin huijia le. 
时 间 不 早 了 ， 我 得 赶紧 回 家 了 。 


It's getting late and I must go home. 


2. 然后 (ranhou): adv. Then/after that. 

"然后 (ranhou)" is a phrase showing that one thing follows another. Now it has 
become a frequently-used phrase in daily life, especially on talk shows. 
Example: 

Mai Ke: Qingwen fujin you shudian ma? 

迈克 : 请 问 附近 有 书店 吗 ? 


Mike: Excuse me. Is there a bookstore near here? 


Zhang Jié: Ni yanzhe zhe tiao lu yizhi zou, ranhou zuo zhuan jiu néng kan dao 
le. 

张 洁 : 你 沿 着 这 条 路 一 直 走 ， 然 后 左 转 就 能 看 到 了 。 

Zhang Jie: Can you see that road? Just go straight along it, then, turn left, you 


can’t miss it. 
if 


vA 7a) (shenge () 
Vocabulary 
. 浪费 (langféi): v. To waste. 


. 感动 (gandong): v. To be moved. 
. 时 间 (shijian): n. Time. 


BR W NY 上 情 


. 读书 (dusho): n. Study. 
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4. X{4F 542 (Dui nid tan qin) To Play the Harp to a Cow 


Listen to the whole story a) 


Note: If you are reading this story via Adobe Reader, Foxit Reader or PDF-XChange, you can 
listen to the audio files by scrolling over the red speaker button and double-clicking. 


"OY AF HE (dui niu tan qin)" is used by Chinese people to describe someone 
who is explaining something complicated to a fool, or sometimes this idiom is 
used to describe a person who is trying to tell something to the wrong 
audience. In English, people sometimes joke around by sarcastically saying 
"whistle jigs to a milestone" or "cast pearls before swine” to mean "Xt 4F 5H 45 


(duinittangin).” 


Zhanguo shidai, you yi ge jiao GOngming Yi de yinyuejia, ta hen hui tangin. 
战国 时 代 ， 有 一 个 叫 公 明 仪 的 音乐 家 ， 他 很 会 弹琴 。 


During the Warring States Period, there was a musician named Gongming Vi, 


who played musical instruments very well. 


Hen duo ren dou xihuan ting ta tangin, renmen hen jingzhong ta. 
很 多 人 都 喜欢 听 他 弹琴 ， 人 们 很 敬重 他 。 


There were a great number of people fond of listening to him play and who 


respected him greatly. 


Yitian, Gongming Yi zai jiaowail yOuwan shi, kan dao le yi tou niu. 
一 天 ， 公 明 仪 在 郊外 游玩 时 ， 看 到 了 一 头 牛 。 


One day, Gongming Yi saw a cow when he was relaxing in the countryside. 


Got Questions? Sign Up for a Live One-to-One FREE Trial Lesson Now! 
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Ta xiang: dajia dou zanyang wo de dinji buru wo géi niu yé tan yi qu ba. 
他 想 : KA AVA he, ARSE test — He 
He thought, "Everybody compliments my music. Why don't I play some music 


for this cow?" 


Ta géi niu tanzou le yi qu guya de quzi, niu maitou chi cao bu li ta. 
他 给 牛 弹 奏 了 一 曲 十 雅 的 曲子 ， 牛 埋头 吃 草 不 理 他 。 


He played a piece of elegant quaint music for the cow, but the cow just kept 


grazing the grass with its head down. 


Ta you tanzou le yiqu huankuai de quzi, niu yiran maitou chi cao bu ii ta. 
他 又 弹 奏 了 一 曲 欢 快 的 曲子 ， 牛 然 埋 头 吃 草 不 理 他 。 


He played another piece of joyful music, but the cow still kept its head down to 


graze the grass and totally ignored him. 


Gongming Yi nachd ziji de quanbu bénling, jieguo niu haishi bu Ii ta. 
公明 仪 拿 出 自己 的 全 部 本 领 ， 结 果 牛 还 是 不 理 他 。 


Gongming Yi showed off all his skills, but the cow still ignored him. 


Gongming Yi féichang shiwang, kaishi huaiyi ziji de qinji. 
公明 仪 非常 失望 ， 开 始 怀疑 自己 的 琴 技 。 


Gongming Yi was disappointed and started to question his ability. 


Luren shud: "bushi ni tan de qin bu hao, ershi niu génbén ting bu dong a." 
BAD: "ANAEMIA AN EE, TEP AAT AN i 
A passerby said to him,"It's not because your ability is bad. It is because the 


cow can not understand music at all." 
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The cow could not understand the beautiful music like humans. The swanky 
musician tried his best to play for the cow, but it was just like trying to tell 
something to somebody who can hardly understand. The idiom "对 牛 弹琴 


(duiniutangin)" is used to describe this sort of situation, or kind of person. 


Key Learning Points 


对 牛 弹琴 (dui nid tan qin) 

Dialogue: 

Erzi: Mama, zhéci kaoshi wo you méi jigé. 
儿子 : 妈妈 ， 这 次 考试 我 又 没 及 格 。 


Son: Mum, I failed this exam. 


Mama: Wo méitian dou zhufu ni haohao xuéexi, jianzhi shi dui nid tan qin a. 
妈妈 : FORE ASI MY UF OE), fa ELE YE a 5 


Mother: I asked you to work hard everyday, but it’s just like playing a harp to a 


coW. 


Example: 

Shudle name duo, ta dou ting bu dong, wo zhén shi dui niu tan qin a. 

WI MAS, har ANTE, Ber cet AP ais Ii 

He cannot understand even when I say it again and again. It seems that I am 


just playing a harp to a cow. 


a Got Questions? Sign Up for a Live One-to-One FREE Trial Lesson Now! 
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5. 画蛇添足 (Hua shé tian zu) 
Draw a Snake and Add Feet to It 


Listen to the whole story ™@)) 


Note: If you are reading this story via Adobe Reader, Foxit Reader or PDF-XChange, you can 
listen to the audio files by scrolling over the red speaker button and double-clicking. 


Chuguo you ge guizu. 
楚 国 有 个 贵族 。 


During the Chu dynasty, there was an aristocrat. 


Ji ue zuzong yihou, ta ba : hu ji jit shang géi bangmang de puren. 
WARD, (tht — a A Bh 28 Ih A 
After worshiping the ancestors (on one day), he gave a jug of libation to the 


servants who helped him. 


Purén shangliang shud: “Women dou lai hua shé, shui xian hua hao, shui jiu he 
zhe hu jiu.” 

仆人 商量 说 : “我 们 都 来 画 蛇 ， 谁 先 画 好 ， 谁 就 喝 这 壶 酒 。 

The servants discussed among themselves and said: “Every servant would draw 


a snake on the ground. The man who finished first would drink the wine.” 


You yi gé rén hén kuai ba shé hua hao le. 
有 一 个 人 很 快 把 蛇 画 好 了 。 


One man finished very quickly. 


eChineseLearning.com All Rights Reserved. 


> ee 


十 夫 汉 语 成 语 故 事 


NS Top 10 Chinese Idioms with Origin Stories 


Ta duan qi jithu zhéng yao hé, kan dao biérén hai zai mang zhe hua she jiu 
déyi de shud: “Wo nénggou zai géi shé tian shang ji zhi jiao ne!” 

Aen EIA ie ESE, ABA GR ICA BIE, A: "PRR FG es 
JURA Rae!” 


He was about to drink the wine. However, when he saw others were still busy 


drawing, he said in triumph: “I can add feet to my snake.” 


Késhi mei déng ta ba jiao hua wan, ling yi gé rén yijing ba shé hua chéng le. 
HY EAS hE Asc, SA OAR T 
However, before he finished drawing the feet, another man finished drawing a 


snake. 


Na rén ba na hu jit qiang guoqu, shud: “She bénlai shi méiydu jiao de, ni 
zénme néng géi ta tian shang jiao ne?” 

那 人 把 那 壹 酒 抢 过 去 ， 说 :“ 蛇 本 来 是 没有 脚 的 ， 你 怎么 能 给 它 添 上 脚 昵 ?“ 
That man grabbed the jar and said: “Who has ever seen a snake with feet? How 


do you add feet to it?” 


Shuo wan, bian ba hu zhong de jit hé le xiaqu. 
说 完 ， 便 把 壶 中 的 酒 喝 了 下 去 。 


Then, he drank up the wine. 


Nage gei shé hua jiao de ren zuizhong meiyou hé dao jit. 
那个 给 蛇 画 脚 的 人 最 终 没有 喝 到 酒 。 


The man who added feet to the snake didn't get the wine in the end. 
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Key Learning Points 


1. HE (shé): n. Snake. 
Example: 

Ta hén haipa shé. 
wh Te 


She was afraid of snakes. 


2. i) (hua): v./n. To draw/picture. 
Examples: 

Verb: 

A: Ni zai hua shénme ne? 

A: 你 在 画 什么 呢 ? 


A: What are you drawing? 


B: Wo zai hua na zhi mao. 
B: FQ 7E IAB A it. 
B: I'm drawing that cat. 


Noun: 

Ta ba gang mai de hua gua zai le qiang shang. 
他 把 刚 买 的 画 挂 在 了 墙 上 。 

He hangs the picture he just bought on the wall. 
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6. 324% (Jing gong zhi nido) 
A Bird Startled by the Mere Twang of a Bow String 


Listen to the whole story a) 

Note: If you are reading this story via Adobe Reader, Foxit Reader or PDF-XChange, you can 
listen to the audio files by scrolling over the red speaker button and double-clicking. 
Nowadays, "tf 32 (jing gong zhi nido)" is used to describe people who are 
so frightened from past experience that they become extremely nervous when 


encountering similar situations again. 


Zhanguo shi, Weiguo you yi ge jiao Géng Léi de shejian néngshou. 
FERNS, 8 FIA — SFY BE SS tr EF 


During the Warring States Period, there was an expert archer from the Wei 


State named Geng Lei. 


You yi tian, Géng Léi kanjian yi zhi dayan cong touding shang féi guo. 
有 一 天 ， Va IL AAEM ATILE Cit. 


One day, Geng Lei saw a goose flying overhead. 


Ta bian dui Weiwang shud: "Dawang, wo keyi bu yong jian, zhi la yi xia gong, 
zhe zhi dayan jiu néng diao xialai.” 
他 便 对 魏 王 说 :“ 大 王 ， 我 可 以 不 用 箭 ， 只 拉 一 下 号 ， 这 只 大 雁 就 能 掉 下 来 。 


He said to the Wei Emperor: "Your Majesty, I can shoot the goose without an 


arrow." 
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"Shejian néng dadao zheyang de shuiping?" Weiwang wen. 
“St Fit HE IA BIKE AACE?" BEE Tal 


"Can archery achieve this level?" the Wei Emperor said. 


Géng Léi bian jugi gong, zhi la le yi xia xian, na zhi dayan jiu cong ban kong 
zhong diao le xia lai. 
esi So, Abe hse, ABR AMER MAB aE te ROK 


Geng Lei raised his bow, pulled just the bowstring and the goose fell down. 


Weiwang kan dao hou da chi yi jing, shud: "Zhan you zheyang de shiqing!" 
魏 王 看 到 后 大 吃 一 惊 ， 说 :“ 真 有 这 样 的 事情 !“ 
The Wei Emperor was startled by this and said: "It really happened!" 


Géng Léi dui Weiwang jiang: "Yinwéi zhe zhi dayan shénshang you jian shang, 
suoyi féi de hén man. 
HO SREDE: "AAA KES EA arti, ARO KAMRTE 


Geng Lei said to the Wei Emperor: "The goose was flying slowly because it had 


been wounded by an arrow. 


Erqié dang ta tingdao gongxian shéngxiang hou, haipa zaici béi jian she zhong, 
yushi jiu pinming wang gao féi. 

MASE El ssa, SHAT, Pew artery Ke 

And when it heard the sound of the bow string, it was afraid of being hurt 


again, so it tried its best to soar. 


2 
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Dan shangkou you liékai le, tengtong nan rén, jiu cong kongzhong diao le xia 
lai." 


但 伤口 又 裂 开 了 ， 疼 痛 难 忍 ， 就 从 空中 掉 了 下 来 。” 


But its wound opened again and hurt the goose, so it fell from the sky." 


Key Learning Points 


1. 慢 (man): adj. Slow. 

Dialogue: 

A: Mama, jintian de fan ké zhén hao chi. 
A: 妈妈 ， 今 天 的 饭 可 真 好 吃 。 


A: Mum, today's meal is so delicious. 


B: Man dian chi, bié lang tun hu yan de. 
B: 慢 点 吃 ， 别 狼吞虎咽 的 。 
B: Eat slowly and don't gobble. 


Sai 


2. 害怕 (haipa): v. To be afraid of 
Dialogue: 

A: Ni xianzai zui haipa shénme? 
A: 你 现在 最 害怕 什么 ? 


A: What are you most afraid of? 
B: Wo zui haipa méi kao hao, re baba shangdqi. 
B: RRS, BEBE TD. 


B: I'm most afraid of not doing well on the test and angering my father. 
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Vocabulary 


1. 看 见 (kanjian): v. To see. 
2. 伤口 (shangkou): n. Wound. 


3. 生气 (shéngqi): v. To anger. 
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7. 孔 融 让 梨 (Kong Rong rang li) 
Kong Rong Gave Away Bigger Pears 


Listen to the whole story ™) 


Note: If you are reading this story via Adobe Reader, Foxit Reader or PDF-XChange, you can 
listen to the audio files by scrolling over the red speaker button and double-clicking. 


Donghan shihou, you ge jiao Kong Rong de rén. Ta xiaoshihou hén congming, 
you wu ge gége, yige didi. 
东汉 时 候 ， 有 个 叫 孔 融 的 人 。 他 小 时 候 很 聪明 ， 有 五 个 哥哥 ， 一 个 弟弟 。 


In the Eastern Han Dynasty, there was a person called Kong Rong. Hed been 


very smart ever since he was a little boy. He had five older brothers and one 


younger brother 


Yitian baba mai le yixié lizi, teyi jianle yi ge zui da de géi Kong Rong, Kong 
Rong que yaotou bu yao, na le yi gé zui xiao de li. 

REE SBR, Beatin [MRAZ TLR, FLAS BE, SO 
MB) HIER © 


One day his father bought some pears, picking one of the largest and giving it 


to Kong Rong deliberately. But Kong Rong shook his head and picked up the 


smallest one. 


Baba hén haogdi, jiuwen: “Weishénme ne?” 
SeiRe a, wl: “ATAne? " 


His dad was very curious, and asked: “Why?” 


一 个 
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Kong Rong shud: “WO nianji xiao, wo chi xiao li, da de géi gége chi.’ 
FLA: “BRAUN, BRC, AMS aaa." 
Kong Rong said: “I am younger, so I should eat the smaller pear, and brothers 


should eat the bigger ones.” 


Baba ting hou hen gaoxing, you wen: “Na didi bi ni hai xiao ya?” 
Beis, Mil: “ASAIN? " 


His dad was very glad after hearing his words, but asked further: “What about 


your younger brother who is younger than you are?” 


Kong Rong shud: “Wo bi didi da, wo shi gége, wo yinggai ba da de liu géi xiao 
didi chi.” 
孔 融 说 : “我 比 弟弟 大 ， 我 是 哥哥 ， 我 应 该 把 大 的 留 给 小 弟弟 吃 。 


Kong Rong said: “I am older than him, so I should leave the bigger one to my 


little brother.’ 


Houlai, Kong Rong chéngwéi le yi ge hén you xuéwen de ren. 
后 来 ， 孔 融 成 为 了 一 个 很 有 学 问 的 人 。 


Later, Kong Rong became a great scholar. 


/ 


TA 7a) (shenge() 


Vocabulary 


1.°42 (li)” is the Chinese character for “pear.” 
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Example: 


Ta zui xihuan chi li le. 
Ith Fae BE XK AL 


She loves to eat pears most. 


2. 礼物 (liwu) n. Gift. 

"AL (li)" refers to gift and "4 (wu)" refers to object. 
Example: 

Shéngri juhui shang, ta shoudao le henduo liwu. 
生日 聚会 上 ， 他 收 到 了 很 多 礼物 。 


He receives a lot of gifts at his birthday party. 


3. 聪明 (cOngming): adj. Smart 

4. 好 奇 (haogi): adj. Curious. 

5. 摇头 (yaotou: v. Shake one’s head. 
6. 特意 地 (teyi de): adv. Deliberately. 
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8. BARR (Mangrén mo xiang) 
Blind Men and an Elephant 


Listen to the whole story ™@)) 

Note: If you are reading this story via Adobe Reader, Foxit Reader or PDF-XChange, you can 
listen to the audio files by scrolling over the red speaker button and double-clicking. 
Céngqian, you si ge mangrén hen xiang zhidao daxiang shi shénme yangZi. 
从 前 ， 有 四 个 盲人 很 想 知 道 大 象 是 什么 样子 。 


In ancient times, there were four blind men. They were curious to know what 


an elephant looked like. 


Késhi tamen kan bu jian, zhihao yong shou qu mo daxiang. 
可 是 他 们 看 不 见 ， 只 好 用 手 去 摸 大 象 。 


Since they couldn't see anything, they had no way but to touch an elephant. 


Pang mangrén mo dao le daxiang de yachi. Ta jiu shud: "Wo zhidao le, daxiang 
jiu xiang yi gé you da you cu de ludbo." 

胖 盲 人 摸 到 了 大 象 的 牙齿 。 他 就 说 :“ 我 知道 了 ,大 象 就 像 一 个 又 大 又 粗 的 葛 卜 。 
The fat blind man touched the elephant's teeth, and said, "I see, an elephant is 


just like a big and thick radish." 


Gao gézi mangrén mo dao de shi daxiang de érduo. Ta shud: "Bu dui, daxiang 
mingming shi yi ba da pushan ma!" 

mT BARBI EKRIN A ae. thi: “Dot, KAA EFDA TE RL” 
The tall blind man touched one of the elephant's ears, and said, "You are wrong, 


an elephant is just like a palm-leaf fan." 


Ke 
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"Nimen jing xiashu6, daxiang zhishi gén da zhuzi." Ai gézi mangrén han qilai, 
yinwei ta mo dao le daxiang de tui. 

“你 们 净 瞎 说 ,大 象 只 是 根 大 柱子 。" 矮 个 子 盲人 喊 起 来 , 因为 他 摸 到 了 大 象 的 腿 。 
"What nonsense are you talking about? An elephant is just a big pillar!" The 


short blind man shouted, because he just touched a leg of the elephant. 


Di si wei nianlao de mangrén ne, ta mo dao le wéiba, dunang zhe: "Ai, daxiang 
na yOu name da, ta zhi buguo shi yi gén caoshéng." 

AM MEZIN AME, MS SE, UAE: "WR, KAMAMWAK, EAA 
过 是 一 根 草 绳 。 

The fourth old blind man touched the tail and burbled, "Hey, how can an 


elephant be so big? It is just a straw rope!" 


The four men quarreled with each other endlessly and they all thought 
themselves were right. In fact, none of them was right and really knew what an 
elephant looks like. This Chinese story tells us that we can't draw conclusions 


from incomplete information. 
Key Learning Points 


1. 牙齿 (yachi): n. Teeth. 

Example: 

Xiaohai chi tai dud tang dui yachi bu hao. 
小 孩 吃 太 多 糖 对 牙齿 不 好 。 


Eating too much sugar will do harm to kids' teeth. 
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2. K (xiang): n. Elephant. 

In spoken Chinese, we often use "大 象 (daxiang)" to refer to elephant. 
Dialogue: 

A: Mama, ni xiawU néng dai wo qu dOngwuyuan ma? Wo xiang qu kan daxiang, 
haiyou laohu. 

A: 妈妈 ， 你 下 午 能 带 我 去 动物 园 吗 ? 我 想 去 看 大 象 ， 还 有 老虎 。 

A: Mum, can you take me to the zoo in the afternoon? I want to see elephants 


and tigers. 


B: Hao a, baobéi. 
B: 好 thy, Sz Ul. 
B: Ok, baby. 


/ 


vA 7a) (shenge () 
Vocabulary 

1. 蒲 扇 (pushan): n. Palm-leaf fan. 
2. 柱子 (zhuzi): n. Pillar. 


3. 草 绳 (cdoshéng): n. Straw rope. 
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9. 亡羊补牢 (Wang yang bu lao) 


It’s Never Too Late to Take Action 


Listen to the whole story ™) 


Note: If you are reading this story via Adobe Reader, Foxit Reader or PDF-XChange, you can 
listen to the audio files by scrolling over the red speaker button and double-clicking. 


Congqian you ge rén, yang le ji zhi yang. 
从 前 有 个 人 ， 养 了 几 只 羊 。 


Once upon a time, there was a shepherd who kept several sheep. 


Yi tian zaoshang, ta faxian shao le yi zhi yang. 
一 天 早上 ， 他 发 现 少 了 一 只 羊 。 


One morning, the shepherd discovered that one of his sheep was missing. 


Yuanlai yangjuan po le ge kilong, yejian lang cong kulong li zuan jinlai ba yang 
diao zou le. 

JOR EFS “feel FE» CTY ABS el ee EERE EME 

It turned out that, during the night, a wolf had stolen his sheep through a hole 


in the sheep pen. 


Linju quangao ta shud: "gankuai ba yangjuan xiuyixiu du shang na ge kilong 
ba." 
Wawa thit: “EPHEFRIE-1E, te EARS ene." 


His neighbor suggested to him: "You should fix the pen and cover the hole 


right away." 
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Ta shud: "yang yijing did le, hai xiu yangjuan ganshénme ne?" Ta mei jiéshou 
linju de quangao. 

他 说 :“ 羊 已 经 委 了 ， 还 修 羊 圈 干 什么 呢 ?“ 他 没 接受 邻居 的 劝告 。 

But the shepherd said: "The sheep are already lost, so I don't need to repair it." 


And so he rejected the neighbor's suggestion. 


Di er tian zaoshang, ta qu fangyang, faxian you shao le yizhi yang. 
第 二 天 早上 ， 他 去 放羊 ， 发 现 又 少 了 一 只 羊 。 


The next morning, he discovered that another sheep was missing. 


Yuanlai lang you cong kulong li zuan jinlai ba yang diao zou le. 
原来 狼 又 从 宣 窗 里 钻 进来 把 羊 吗 走 了 。 


Once again, the wolf had stolen the sheep through the hole in the fence. 


Ta hen houhui, bugai bu jiéshou linju de quangao. 
他 很 后 悔 ， 不 该 不 接受 邻居 的 劝告 。 
The shepherd regretted not taking the neighbor's advice. 


Ta gankuai du shang na ge kilong, ba yangjuan xio de jiéjieshishi de. 
He EARS i e, FERRER EASE 
So he plugged the hole to secure the sheep pen. 


Congci ta de yang zai méiydu bei lang diao zou le. 
从 此 ， 他 的 羊 再 没有 被 狠 吗 走 了 。 


From then on, the wolf stole no more sheep . 
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Key Learning Points 


1. 48 (lang): n. Wolf. 

Example: 

Ni tingguo "lang he xiao yang" de gushi ma? 
Ur EAA) =" BS SA 2 


Have you ever heard the story of The Wolf and the Little Lamb? 


2. 接受 (jiéshou): v. To take/ to accept. 

Example: 

W6 jiéshou ni de daogian le, women haishi hao péngyou. 
我 接受 你 的 道 菊 了 ， 我 们 还 是 好 朋友 。 


I accept your apology and we are still close friends. 
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10. =] Fisk (Xué zhong song tan) 
To Offer Fuel in Snowy Weather 


Listen to the whole story ™) 


Note: If you are reading this story via Adobe Reader, Foxit Reader or PDF-XChange, you can 


listen to the audio files by scrolling over the red speaker button and double-clicking. 


Songchao de shihou, Song Taiz6ng Zhao Guangyi shi yige guanxin qiongkuren 
de huangdi. 
宋朝 的 时 候 ， 宋 太宗 赵 光 义 是 一 个 关心 穷苦 人 的 星 帝 。 


Zhao Guangyi was an emperor who cared a lot for the poor in the Song 


Dynasty. 


You yi nian xia da xue, tianqi féichang de hanléng, renmen dou duo zai wili 
yuhan. 
有 一 年 下 大 雪 ， 天 气 非常 的 寒冷 ， 人 们 都 观 在 屋 里 御寒 。 


One year, it snowed heavily, and the weather was so cold that people stayed in 


their houses to keep themselves warm. 


Song TaizOng zhéngzai gong zhong xidxi, yibian qunuan, yibian pinchang 
gezhong méiwéi jiayao. 
宋 太 宗 正在 言 中 休息 ， 一 边 取暖 ， 一 边 品 尝 各 种 美味 佳肴。 


The emperor Song Taizong was resting in the palace; he tested a variety of 


delicious foods while keeping warm. 
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Dang ta kan dao chuang wai de daxué shi, huran xiangqi le naxié kelian de 
qiongren. 

当 他 看 到 窗外 的 大 雪 时 ， 忽 然 想 起 了 那些 可 怜 的 穷人 。 

When he saw the snow outside the window, he suddenly thought of the poor 


people. 


Tamen chi bu bao, chuan bu nuan, zhengzai da xué zhong ai'dongshou'e. 
他 们 吃 不 饱 ， 穿 不 暖 ， 正 在 大 雪 中 挨 冻 受 饿 。 


They didn't have enough food to eat and enough clothes to wear; they were 


suffering from the cold and hunger. 


Yushi SOng Taizong jiu pai guanyuan dai shang xuduo liangshi he mutan, 
laidao laobaixing shénghuo de difang. 
于 是 ， 宋 太宗 就 派 官员 带 上 许多 粮食 和 木炭 ， 来 到 老百姓 生活 的 地 方 。 


Then, the emperor Song Taizong sent his officials to take food and charcoal to 


the place where his people lived. 


Guanyuanmen ba liangshi he mutan songgéi naxié qiongkuren he gudu de 
laorén. 
Er ANTHERS BAAR RIK 2G AD ES 5 A AI EA. 


The officials gave food and charcoal to the poor and the old. 


Rang tamen you mi zuofan, you mutan shénghuod qunuan le. 
让 他 们 有 米 做 饭 ， 有 木炭 生火 取暖 了 。 


Then they had rice to cook and charcoal to keep warm. 
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Zhe jian shi dangshi hongdong le zhéngge jingchéng. 
这 件 事 当时 又 动 了 整个 京城 。 


This event created quite a stir in the entire capital at the time. 


Houlai，renmen jiu yong xué zhong song tan lai xingrong: zai bieren jifxu 
bangzhu shi, jiyu biérén wuzhi he jingshén shang de bangzhu. 
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Later, people use the phrase "To offer fuel in snowy weather" to describe giving 


others help when they're in need. 


i 


vA FAI (sheng!) 


Vocabulary 


1. AR (mutan): n. Charcoal. 

"本 (mu)" refers to wood and "% (tan)" refers to charcoal. 
Example: 

Dongtian de shihou, renmen jingchang yong mutan qunuan. 
ARVIN ie, AAT Fe AR RE 


In cold winter, people often use charcoal for heating. 


2. 品尝 (pinchang): v. Taste. 


"i (pin)" and "= (chang)" both mean taste here. 
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Example: 
Dajia pinchang xia zhe dao cai, hén hao chi! 
KA PIRI, (RAZ! 


Please have a taste of this dish, it's very delicious! 


3. 皇帝 (huangdi): n. Emperor. 
4. 忽然 (huran): adv. Suddenly. 


5. 取暖 (qunuan): v To keep warm. 
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For more Chinese learning materials, please visit our website: 


http://www.eChineseLearning.com/ 


These materials might also be useful to you: 


Popular Chinese Words: 


http://www.echineselearning.com/blog/categories/popular-words 


Chinese Culture: 


http://www.echineselearning.com/blog/categories/chinese-culture 


Business Chinese: 


http://www.echineselearning.com/blog/categories/business-chinese 


Chinese Test: 


http://www.echineselearning.com/blog/categories/chinese-tests 


Chinese for Kids: 


http://www.echineselearning.com/blog/categories/chinese-for-kids 
Chinese for Teens: 
http://www.echineselearning.com/blog/categories/chinese-for-teens 
Newsletter: 

http://www.echineselearning.com/newsletter/ 


More FREE E-books: 


http://www.echineselearning.com/ebook.html 
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About eChineseLearning 


eChineseLearning is the world's premier online Chinese language school providing 
systematic, customized, one-to-one live instruction services to students worldwide of 
all ages and walks of life. 

Our mission is to provide the best Chinese language education service worldwide at 
an affordable price and always focus on the needs of our customers and offer them 
effective and enjoyable Chinese language learning experience. 


Native, professionally trained and experienced 


Chinese teachers 


24 hours a day, 7 days a week 


Customized instruction at your own level, pace and style 


Live audio and video using instant messaging tools such as 


Skype 
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